
Program Director’s Comments

• Last decade has seen renewed interest in 
accelerated three-year MD programs

• Benefits of the programs include: 
o Reduction in cost
o Earlier entrance into practice
o Individualized training
o Addresses workforce shortages

Accelerated three-year MD 
graduates are equally prepared 

for residency training 
compared to four-year MD 

graduates
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BACKGROUND

Academic Comparison
AP Graduates 

(n=244)
Traditional 
Students

Family Medicine Shelf 79 79

Medicine Shelf 77 77

Surgery Shelf 76 75

OB/GYN Shelf 80 78

Psychiatry Shelf 85 81

Pediatrics Shelf 76 81

USMLE Step 1 225 235

USMLE Step 2 CK 241 246

RESULTS

ACCELERATED CURRICULA
• Meets 130 weeks required by Liaison 

Committee on Medical Education (LCME)
• Support primary care and specialty careers
• Often links undergraduate medical 

education (UME) to graduate medical 
education (GME) with acceptance at 
affiliated residency program

ACCELERATED PROGRAMS In GQ Data Analysis
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CONSORTIUM OF ACCELERATED 
MEDICAL PATHWAY PROGRAMS

• Group of 30 member schools
• Shared best practices for curricula, 

residency, research
• www.acceleratedmdpathways.org

Outcomes
Specialty 

(representation of specialties with highest number 
graduates)

Graduates

Family Medicine 98

Internal Medicine 36

Emergency Medicine 6

OB/GYN 4

Neurology 7

Orthopedic Surgery 13

General Surgery 4

Diagnostic Radiology 10Data from 2013-2022 four accelerated pathway programs: University of North 
Carolina, Texas Tech University, Penn State College of Medicine, New York University. 

“Accelerated track residents tend to 
be as or more motivated than the 

average resident.”“All have been wonderful.  Energetic, 
eager, work hard and study hard.  
Positive influence on our other 
residents.”

“The accelerated residents serve as 
ambassadors for the program during 

the first few months, sharing 
information with their new co-

residents”
“The faculty and residents can’t tell a 
difference between an  accelerated 
students and traditional students.”


